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	New Victorian Comedy Melodrama : ‘The Scourge from Sludgepool’ by Pauline Radley
The Morden Players have been given the exciting opportunity to stage a brand new play, which will take the place of the previously planned Summer Revue.  Performance dates are 31 October to 

2 November 2013 in Steeple Morden Village Hall. 
There are nine major speaking parts, as follows:
Lord Deadly Nettle: A typical well to-do Victorian country gentleman, aged circa 50 plus.

Lady Lavender Nettle: A typical well to-do Victorian country lady, with a stronger sense of right and wrong than her husband, aged circa 40+ 
Lady Primrose Nettle: Their daughter, has a romantic heart, late teens to mid-20s.
Sir Sidney Slimeythighs: A typical Victorian villain, black hearted and the MP for Sludgepool too!  Aged circa late 30s to early 40s.

Dowager Slimeythighs: His mum, absolutely ancient, could be played by a man.

Timothy Templetwum: A jolly nice Victorian curate, aged  20s - early 30s.

Lucy Hazeldene: Elderly, selectively deaf and the ex-cook to Lord Nettles.

Hetty Hazledene: Lucy's granddaughter, and a bit of a surprise, aged late teens early 20s.

Joe Oak: Lord Nettle’s head pig man, a rustic hero, aged 20s - early 30s.
Then there are various minor parts:
God: The Almighty Ancient of Days

Master of Ceremonies: To bring the audience up to speed as in the "Good Old Days"

Grunting:

Rupert Old Spot: A very clever and formidable boar, Joe's best friend.

Buzzing:

Betty Bee, Billy Bee and Bobby Bee: the bees would be good children's parts, there could always be more of the little bees.

And Finale appearance:

Griselda Torrington-Tiger-Tooth........could be
played by a man.
Obituary – Margaret Gilbert
It is with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Margaret Gilbert at the end of March.  
Here are a few words from close friends, Ann and Frank Thorp:
“Margaret was a great friend of ours.   We first met when I went back to work and she looked after the children when Frank was on shift.  She played with them and baked with them, cooking was one of her great passions. They really enjoyed their time with her. 

Shortly after she met Bob, they went to St Neots Drama group together, got the bug and then decided to start the Morden Players. Margaret was always involved, not necessarily on stage, but on front of house, making tea or some useful thing or another.

We had many great after production parties at Margaret and Bob’s home.


	Casting will take place later in the summer but before that we are holding a 
Play Reading Evening 

On Friday 7 June 8.00 – 10.00 pm 

at the Chapel School Room,

Guilden Morden
A fun opportunity to get to know the play without the pressure of an audition.  Do come along.  Snacks will be provided but please bring a bottle.  For further information about the production, please contact Jerry Lancaster on 07932 692493 or email ironsides1721@yahoo.co.uk.
AGM

Friday 10 May at The Pightle
Drinks at 7.30 pm 

Meeting begins at 8.00 pm
Don’t forget the AGM – it is a great chance to meet up with fellow members over a glass of wine.   Full details and nomination forms will be sent out shortly.

Looking forward to seeing you there.

Cowslip Day

We will be manning a stand once again at the Cowslip Day in the Steeple Morden Village Hall on 20 April from 11.30 am to 3.30 pm.  If you can spare some time to help, please contact MT Cherasse on 852720 or mtcherasse@hotmail.com
Morden Players Archive

We continue to appeal for photos of past productions to contribute to the Morden Players Archive.  Contact Mark Crankshaw on m.crankshaw@gmail.com
Margaret did make one very memorable appearance on stage in "Fish out of Water".  She played a sister who only wanted to go to Blackpool for her holidays, not like her bossy sister (played by me (very badly)) who wanted to go to Italy.  They arrived in Italy and the comedy ensued.  It was said that it was different every night!

In later years Margaret’s Emphysema reduced what she could do.  She never stopped thinking things would improve but, unfortunately, this was not to be the case.   Despite her health problems Margaret always took great interest in the goings on of the Players, supporting productions whenever she could.  She will be greatly missed by ourselves and many others.’’ 

Ann & Frank



